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19 November 2021 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Dear  
 
Re: OIA request – Maternity services data 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act request received 20 October 2021 seeking information 
from Waitematā District Health Board (DHB) about the trends in the number of maternity staff, beds 
and budget from 2010, broken down by year.  
 
On 21 October, we contacted you seeking to narrow the scope of your request to the past three 
financial years. 
 
In addition, we advised that information for part of your request is publicly available for the 
following questions: 
 
1.  Data on the raw number of caesarean sections conducted at the DHB broken down by planned 

or emergency for the past three financial years, broken down by year.  
2.  Data on the number of episiotomies conducted at the DHB for the past three financial years, 

broken down by year. 
3.  Data on the number of epidurals conducted at the DHB for the past three financial years, 

broken down by year. 
 
Please visit the following sites for this information: 
https://www.health.govt.nz/nz-health-statistics/health-statistics-and-data-sets/report-maternity-
series and  
https://www.hqsc.govt.nz/our-programmes/mrc/pmmrc/ 
 
Before responding to your specific questions, it may be useful to provide some context about our 
services.  
 
Waitematā is the largest and one of the most rapidly growing DHBs in the country, serving a 
population of around 650,000 across the North Shore, Waitakere and Rodney areas. We are the 
largest employer in the district, employing around 8,600 people across more than 80 locations. 
 
In addition to providing care to our own resident population, we are the Northern Region provider of 
forensic mental health services and child rehabilitation services, plus the metro Auckland provider of 
child community dental services and community alcohol and drug services. 
 
In response to your request, we are able to provide the following information: 
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4.  Data on the number of births at DHB facilities, broken down by year, for the past three financial 

years. 
 

Number of births at Waitematā DHB hospitals for the past three years 

Financial year 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 

North Shore Hospital 3868 3808 3868 

Waitakere Hospital 2728 2812 2722 

 
5. Data on the average number of full-time equivalent (FTE) core midwifery positions (NOT 

community midwives) employed at the DHB per year, broken down by year for the past three 
years 

 
The information provided below is at a certain point-in-time annually from 2019 to 2021. Core 
midwifery positions refers to midwives employed in our hospitals, at either North Shore or 
Waitakere. 
 

Core midwives employed by Waitematā DHB 2019 to 2021 

 30 June 2019 30 June 2020 30 June 2021 

Core* midwife FTE 95.7 98.2 99.6 
*Core midwife is a midwife employed to work in a hospital ward. 
 

6. Data on the average number of FTE community midwifery positions employed at the DHB per 
year, broken down by year for the past three financial years 

 

Community midwives employed by Waitematā DHB 2019 -2021 

 30 June 2019 30 June 2020 30 June 2021 

Community midwife* FTE 19.6 21.5 21.2 
*Community midwife is a midwife employed to work in the community and clinic setting, this number excludes self-
employed community midwives also called Lead Maternity Carers (LMC) who are funded directly by the Ministry of Health. 

 
7. Data on spending/cost of maternity services per year, broken down by year for the past three 

financial years  (NOT including building maintenance and upgrades, just staffing and the costs 
of actually running the services) 

 
The information provided below includes all staffing and operational costs. 
 

Waitematā DHB maternity services expenditure 

Financial year 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 

Maternity expenditure $18,605,801  $19,784,226  $19,968,339  

 
8. Data on the average number of FTE obstetrician positions/ average hours worked by 

obstetricians employed at the DHB per year, broken down by year for the past three financial 
years. 

 

Average number of FTE obstetrician positions at Waitematā DHB 

Financial year 30 June 2019 30 June 2020 30 June 2021 

Obstetrician FTE 18.9 21.7 21.5 

 
The average hours worked per obstetrician is not available, obstetricians claim individually for 
additional hours and there is no centralised system to extract this information.  
 
9. Data on the number of code reds that have occurred at the DHB maternity unit/birthing 

unit/maternity service per year, broken down by year for the past three financial years. 
10.  Data on the number of code blacks that have occurred at the DHB maternity unit/birthing 

unit/maternity service per year, broken down by year. 






