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Thank you for your Official Information Act request received 16 April 2020 seeking information 

about the cost associated with the Wuhan evacuation and quarantine from Waitemata District 

Health Board (DHB). 

Before responding to your specific questions, it may be useful to provide some context about 

our services. 

Waitemata DHB serves a population of more than 630,000 across North Shore, Waitakere and 

Rodney areas, the largest and one of the most rapidly growing DHBs in the country. We are the 

largest employer in the district, employing around 7,500 people across more than 80 different 

locations. 

In addition to providing services to our own population, we are also the metropolitan Auckland 

provider of forensic psychiatry, child disability services, child community dental services and 

community alcohol and drug services. 

In response to your request, we can provide the following information: 

The cost in dollar terms incurred by your organisation by the evacuation and subsequent 

quarantine at Whangaparaoa training camp of 157 evacuees from Wuhan in early February. 

Waitemata DHB incurred costs totalling approximately $20,000 for the supply of: 

• Thermoscan

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

• clinical supplies

• disinfection and cleaning supplies

• transport, freight, courier costs and logistics

• other supplies 

In addition, the metro Auckland DHBs have incurred indirect costs associated with personnel 

providing medical care, infection prevention and control as well as planning and logistics 

support. We are unable to provide a figure for the amount of time staff were involved in this 

event as the human resource commitments are on-going costs which are attributed to the 

overall response to COVID-19. 






